
Above: Executive Director Corinne
Mohrmann and Board President Justice
Carol A. Corrigan take a moment for a
photo op with Anne Hennessy, Director
of Programming and Compliance for
Rosie’s For All Kids Foundation. Rosie’s
For All Kids Foundation funded the
Cutie Patootie Learning Wing, which
houses the Butterflies and Teddy Bears
Classes (Toddler I and 3s), and most
recently has contributed to the
Playground Renovation Project. 

Right: At our Fall Champagne
Brunch, Beth Ramos, on behalf
of Washington Mutual Home
Loans, presented us with a
$10,000 check to support our
work with families struggling 
for self-sufficiency. In her remarks, Beth stated that, 
“…when I walked in and saw those kids, I was hooked.”

Above: On December 14th, The Day Home hosted a press 
conference where State Assembly-woman Wilma Chan and Chair 
of First 5 California Rob Reiner announced legislative reforms
designed to ensure that tobacco tax revenues are spent on health,
child care and other programs for expectant parents and children
up to age 5. During his visit, Reiner sang with the children, and in
his thank you letter to us, noted that “…the enthusiasm of the
children was heartwarming and a testament to the great work
you and your staff provide.” �

Gold Sponsor City National Bank,
Silver Sponsor Providian Financial,
Master of Ceremonies Tom Vacar of
Channel 2 KTVU, and many friends
helped us acknowledge ChevronTexaco
as our 2005 honoree at our annual
Children’s Choice Awards Dinner held at
Scott’s Restaurant this past February.  

Above left: Executive Director Corinne
Mohrmann presents plaque to Charles
James of ChevronTexaco. 

Above: Saint Vincent’s children 
all in their finery provided the
evening’s entertainment. 

Right: Alum Stephen Guasco
(1955-1964) and his wife 
Marie joined us at the
Children’s Choice 
Awards dinner.

We’ve just launched a new and improved

Saint Vincent’s Day Home website, which 

features a colorful and inviting design,

more news and a convenient new way 

to donate. Our new website will make it 

easier for you to keep up with happenings

at the Day Home. And our new Donate 

Now button provides you with an easy 

way to give to Saint Vincent’s—

instantly, safely and securely. 
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Dear Friends, 

At our recent press conference announcing

ChevronTexaco’s grant of $200,000 to our Hedco

Family Learning Center, our Board President,

Justice Carol A. Corrigan began her comments by

noting how things have changed “a bit.” 

Back in the early days of Saint Vincent’s, many of

our parents worked in the local cigar factory and

milk was delivered by horse-drawn wagons. Much

later, when I started my career as an educator, the

State of California was at the top of the list in terms

of educational excellence. Well, the cigar factory is

gone now, transportation moves a bit faster, and

California finds itself near the bottom of the list.

Yes, things change. And while

there have been many advances

to improve the quality of peo-

ple’s lives, education remains a

vital need—particularly in our

underserved West Oakland

community. This makes the

Day Home’s work in the area

of literacy, and the partnership

with ChevronTexaco so exciting. On our own we

have been able to take small steps. Now, with the

generous funding of a new partner, we can forge

ahead with new programs delivered through our

Hedco Family Learning Center. Our first task is to

hire a project director. We are also in the midst of

developing an education project for parents focused

on family nutrition.

Oakland is a happening place and the Day Home is

proud to play a pivotal role in delivering programs

that help families achieve self sufficiency through

enhanced literacy. We look forward to a long and

rewarding relationship with ChevronTexaco. As we

begin this new leg of the journey, we are reminded

that it will take all of us rolling up our sleeves and

working together to make the dream of literacy and

healthy families come true. Please join us in this 

crucial and worthwhile effort, and help us beat the

drum for education. �

CORINNE M. MOHRMANN
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Jennifer Youngblood has been named
Assistant Director of Saint Vincent’s Day Home.
In this new role, she will assist Executive
Director Corinne Mohrmann and begin to part-
ner in the day-to-day business side of running
the Day Home. 

Along with these new responsibilities, Jennifer
will continue as Program Director, overseeing
the teaching staff and directing program devel-
opment for the children, ensuring that they 
have age-and developmentally-appropriate learning opportunities.  

Jennifer has been with the Day Home for 17 years. When her own three children
were all enrolled in school, Jennifer went back to school herself. She attended Mills
College as part of the Resumer Program, and received her degree in Child
Development. During the program, a fellow student encouraged Jennifer to apply 
at the Day Home. She did, and started as Head Teacher of the toddler class. A short
time later she moved to Program Supervisor and then on to Program Director.

According to Jennifer, “The greatest gift we can give the children is love. Part of that
love is being consistent. Children need to know they can trust you and feel secure.
When they feel safe, they are free to be children and free to be themselves.”

Jennifer is a native Californian who moved to the Bay Area when her husband was
playing football for UC Berkeley. She has three grown children and two grandchil-
dren. She enjoys staying involved with her family and her church, and reports that
she is currently helping to coach her 5th-grade granddaughter’s basketball team.

Carmen Baires is also taking on a new challenge as our Parent Services Coordi-
nator. In this role she’ll have primary responsibility for the social service needs of our
Day Home families. She will interview new families for enrollment and introduce
them to their new Day Home family.  

Carmen had previously been assisting our Social Services Director, so she is familiar
with both the work and the families. She enjoys working with the parents, and states
that when she misses the regular contact she had with the children while working at
the front desk, she takes a walk through the day home to greet them and get in some
hand holding and hugs.

Carmen has been an integral part of the Day Home 
family since she first started with us as a facilities care-
taker in 1988. From that job, she moved onto various
assistant duties that supported the work of the
Administrative offices. 

Ana, Rosemary, Michael, Yesenia—four of Carmen’s 
children—all attended the Day Home. Her youngest,
Alexander, attends now. Daughter Ana currently teaches
Pre-K at the Day Home, and daughter Rosemary works
here during school breaks from college.  

Many of the current parents expressed enthusiasm for
Carmen’s appointment because she knows their families

and has always extended a personal caring approach whenever they reached out for
assistance. We know Carmen will bring a caring approach, an enthusiasm that is
supportive, and the Day Home family spirit to her new role. �

Letter from 
the Executive 
Director

Happenings at the Day Home
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Check out our new website
and online donating!

New  Hats

See the new website at www.svdh.org
and make sure to test drive the new online

donating feature:



Thanks to your donations and a grant from the California

Department of Education, our playground renovation is

underway. This new play space will bring us into compli-

ance with recent California-mandated playground regula-

tions. As I write this letter, all the outdoor space is cleared

and we’re pouring concrete. When completed, the new

playground will feature water play, trike and bike path,

seating areas and work tables, plenty of shade trees, 

rubberized safety surfacing and ADA accessibility.  We’re

still seeking funding for this project, which is estimated 

to cost  $395,000.  We currently have $250,911 in hand, 

and are seeking more than $140,000 to meet the gap.  

That’s it for now. As always, we remain grateful for your

continued support of the children.. �

SISTER ANN MAUREEN MURPHY
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If You Miss Me At The Back Of the Bus

If you miss me at the back of the bus

And you can’t find me nowhere

Oh come on over to the front of the bus

I’ll be riding right there

I’ll be riding right there, I’ll be riding right there

Oh come on over to the front of the bus

I’ll be riding right there

If you miss me at Martin Luther King

And you can’t find me nowhere

Oh come on over to the Livewires

I’ll be learning right there

I’ll be learning right there, I’ll be learning right there

Oh come on over to the Livewires

I’ll be learning right Here!! Yeah!!

Excerpts from the song performed by the Livewires (6-9 year olds) at our Fall Champagne Brunch

Dear Friends, 

The dictionary definition of development is a significant

event, occurrence, or change. I’m happy to report on sev-

eral such developments here at Saint Vincent’s. The first

exciting change is our redesigned website. If you haven’t

visited recently, please do so. The new look is very invit-

ing and we will continue to add content and features to

make the site even more useful and informative. 

Along with the redesign, we’re introducing a new fea-

ture: online donating. Many of our supporters have

asked us for this convenience, so thanks to a new 

relationship with San Francisco-based foundation

Groundspring.org we are now able to provide it. This

capability allows you to use your credit card to make a

donation directly to the Day Home. It’s safe, secure and

easy. And for those of you collecting miles, this option

might be particularly attractive.  

Please consider using the online donating option to

make a regular monthly contribution. It’s a no-hassle

way to provide continuing support to the Day Home. A

monthly gift of even $10 or $20 adds up, and when you

do it automatically you never have to think about it or

miss the money in your account. 

Demonstrating what your continued support means to 

us leads me to the second development I have to report.
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Our
Mission
Founded in 1911, 
Saint Vincent’s Day
Home is the oldest 
and largest child
development center
in Alameda County,
and among the oldest
continuously operat-
ing childcare centers
in the nation. The 
Day Home provides
quality childcare and
child development
services to those in
greatest need. We also
deliver family services
that support parent(s)
in meeting their
responsibilities.

Since opening in 1911, 
the Day Home has
been a home away
from home for more
than 30,000 children. 

Saint Vincent’s Day Home
1086 Eighth Street

Oakland, California 94607-2697

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Would you like to join our 
family of volunteers? A great
way to get involved is to join 
a committee. Committee 
work is a fun and rewarding
experience, and can also be 
a stepping stone to a Board
position. Interested? Please 
e-mail us at:

volunteer@svdh.org

Saint Vincent’s Day Home
Standing Committees
Board Development •Finance
Building and Maintenance •
Development/Events •Family
Literacy Program 
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Senator Perata and Mayor Brown Applaud 
the Day Home’s Leadership and Innovation
To improve literacy among hundreds of Oakland families, ChevronTexaco
has contributed $200,000 to our Bridging the Divides project. This
project will provide early childhood education, adult literacy, adult basic
education and skills training. 

Bridging the Divides aims to serve 200 families, and will bring together 
technology, teachers and adult students to:

• develop and test models for virtual learning; 

• identify individual interests and potential for obtaining jobs or advancement; 

• coordinate project activities and develop best practices for adult education; 

• increase family self-sustainability through vocational training. 

The grant announcement was made at the Day Home this past
February. “Education programs directed at both children and parents
help to play a critical role in revitalizing economically disadvantaged
communities,” said Sola Omole, Special Advisor for Community
Engagement at ChevronTexaco. “Bridging the Divides gives West
Oakland parents a chance to secure better futures for themselves and
their children.”

Long time friends and supporters of the Day Home, California State
Senator Don Perata and Oakland Mayor Jerry Brown participated in
the press conference, and both applauded the Day Home for our
efforts to improve the well-being of Oakland families through innova-
tive literacy programs. 

“Through this program, Saint Vincent’s Day Home and ChevronTexaco
are making a big difference for more than 200 Oakland families,” stated Oakland Mayor Jerry Brown.
“Bridging the Divides will boost Oakland’s economic revitalization by making parents job-ready and
instill a sense of hope and pride in our youth.”

Day Home Board of Directors President Justice Carol A. Corrigan, noted that many of the children at
Saint Vincent’s have parents or extended family members who strive to improve their literacy, making
this partnership with ChevronTexaco both meaningful and timely. She thanked ChevronTexaco for its
generous grant and commitment to the community. 

Mr. Omole concluded his remarks by reiterating his organization’s commitment, stating, “We’re not here
for the short term. We’re here to see the success of this endeavor.”  �

ChevronTexaco Donates $200,000 to 
Saint Vincent’s Day Home Family Literacy Program

Letter from 
the Development 
Office

“The blend of Saint
Vincent’s Day Home’s 
innovative thinking along
with ChevronTexaco’s 
financial commitment 
creates a much-needed
recipe for economic 
independence.”
–California State Senator 
Don Perata

“We are thankful that
good people like you
stand behind us so our
children will have a 
better tomorrow.” 
–Ronda Washington,
President of the Parent Board,
acknowledging Chevron’s
commitment to the Bridging
the Divides project

Pictured left to right:
Sola Omole, ChevronTexaco,
Special Advisor Corporate
Responsibility & Community
Engagement; Corinne M.
Mohrmann, Executive Director 
of Saint Vincent’s Day Home;
Mayor Jerry Brown, City of
Oakland; Hon. Carol A. Corrigan,
Saint Vincent’s Day Home Board
President; Ignacio De La Fuente,
President of Oakland City
Council; Senator Don Perata,
California State Senator

Tee Off for the Children 
Golf Tournament & Dinner
Monday, May 9, 2005
Sequoyah Country Club,
Oakland, CA

Enjoy a beautiful & fun-filled day, including:

■ Tee prizes and raffle 

■ Celebrity players 

■ The prestigious Corrigan Cup 

■ Swing with Tiger and Annika: swing analysis 

■ Tee off for the Children Awards Dinner 
(Sign up for the dinner even if you don’t want to golf!) 

Proceeds will benefit Saint Vincent’s Day Home.

To sign up, please contact event Chairperson 
Beth Ramos at bramos@svdh.org
or Sister Ann Maureen at 510-832-8324 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2005 SPONSORS!

Bob Burke, Morgan Stanley
California Glass Company
Justice Carol A. Corrigan
Donovan Properties
Countrywide Home Loans
The DeSilva Group
Gallagher Properties, Inc.
Haley Law Offices
The Mohrmann Family
Pankow Special Projects, LP
Safeway Food and Drug
Vic Stewart’s Famous for Steaks

BREAKFAST SPONSOR

Starbucks

MEDIA SPONSOR

Hills Newspapers

ComeOut andPlay!
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This Fall we’ll help Sister Ann

Maureen celebrate her Golden

Jubilee—50 years of service

to children and families with

the Sisters of the Holy Family.

Watch Your Mailbox! 

50Years

of Service


