
Left; Kindergarten student
Christopher with Board
Director Simao J. Avila, JD

Below left; Mom Elba and
Livewire Evelyn

Below right; Livewires Darin,
Dashia and William in the
background

Dear Friends, 

This issue of our newsletter features our Family Learning
Center. Under the leadership of co-directors Shree Ram
and Amy Prevedel, the Center is off to a terrific start. Its
first year of full operation has already seen a number of
impressive accomplishments, which you can read about in
the cover story. 

The activities sponsored by the Family Learning Center
build on our day-to-day business of providing comprehen-
sive programs for toddlers and preschoolers, a licensed full-
day kindergarten, and before-and after-school programs
for older children. We pride ourselves at Saint Vincent’s
on our quality early childhood development program
along with nutrition and health screenings, as well as
parent education and social services referrals for low-
income families struggling toward self-sufficiency.
Healthcare services include annual vision, speech, hearing,
and dental screenings. Children also receive meals at
breakfast, lunch and mid-afternoon, which provide the
complete daily nutrition requirements for young children.

In delivering these programs, Saint Vincent’s has articu-
lated a set of objectives for our children: to provide an
environment that helps them achieve a sense of belonging,
academic success, personal growth, and cultural pride. We
also hope to instill in our children an appreciation for life-
long learning, while becoming responsible self-sufficient
citizens in their communities.

The Family Learning Center programs weave nicely into
these objectives, extending support and services to the
entire family that includes early childhood education,
adult literacy, adult basic education and skills training.
Through this combination, Saint Vincent’s Day Home
strives everyday to meet the needs of the most vulnerable
children and families in our West Oakland community.

As always, you continue to play a vital role in our ability to
help build the future—one family at a time. Thank you for

your continued support. If you haven’t visited the Day
Home recently, please arrange to come for a visit

so you can see first hand how these beautiful
children are thriving.  �

CORINNE M. MOHRMANN

Letter from 
the Executive 
Director

Held February 24th at Scott’s Seafood
Restaurant at Jack London Square,
The Annual Children’s Choice Awards
Dinner was once again a huge success.
Our heartfelt thanks go to everyone
who attended.
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Special thanks go to 
City National Bank for 
sponsoring the event. 
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COAST CONSTRUCTION CO.

Sister Ann Maureen Murphy, SHF
SAINT VINCENT’S DAY HOME, INC.
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Left; KTVU News Anchor
Sara Sidner handled
Mistress of Ceremonies
duties.

Right; Executive Director
Corinne Mohrmann with
Day Home supporter Gee
Gee Donnelly. 

Below; Board Members 
Ted Gallagher and Thomas
H. Doctor accept their
Children’s Choice Awards 

The Children’s Choice Awards Dinner
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PEQUENO GRUPO DE APRENDER is a
weekly Spanish learning group for
parents. The group addresses topics
ranging from facilitating pre-literacy
skills to encouraging positive behavior in children. All exercises and dis-
cussions integrate relevant reading and writing exercises to strengthen
parents’ literacy skills. All activities encourage parent-child interactions.

CUENTOS DE FAMILIA is a 4-part workshop conducted in Spanish, which
encourages families to share and record their stories, using the written
word and photographs. All participants receive two bilingual books on
family stories and complete their own cuento de familia with their 
children.

FAMILY MUSIC WORKSHOPS invite parents to learn about the language
development benefits and the joy of engaging children in song. In this
Spanish/English workshop for families, a story is read together, songs
are learned, and everyone sings together. Families receive the story 
book, music song book, and CD with their new songs to take home. 

Parent Enthusiasm Builds 
Along with Our Programs 

Parents at Saint Vincent’s are eager to learn
more about their child’s development and 
discover new ideas that strengthen their own
learning. They express gratefulness for the fun,
educational activities that the Family Learning
Program offers. We are currently planning
health literacy workshops and an art-making
series for the families. We are also considering

ways to ensure that families can take advantage of
the Family Library and Muffins in
the Morning—a drop- 
in time to learn about 
upcoming events in 
the Family Learning 
Program.  �

Adrian and mom 
Lilianna create a 
bookmark together.
Holiday Bookmark 
Activity in the Family
Library brings fun and
play for everyone.

Parents share and write their
family histories in the Cuentos
de Familia workshop. 

Jennise peruses her new book. All children chose 
a book with their parent from the give-away table. 



Dear Friends, 

The Spring newsletter always provides a nice opportunity to sit back for a moment and
reflect on Day Home activities—where we’ve been and where we want to go.

Thanks to you, two playgrounds were upgraded and renovated, bringing them into compli-
ance with the State of California’s Playground Safety and Accessibility regulations. These
new outdoor spaces provide wonderful opportunities for creative play for the children.
When it’s not raining (!!), the children are putting the playgrounds to good use. 

Chevron funded the first year’s operation of the Day Home’s Family Learning Center. Our
cover story highlights just some of the innovative programs the center has delivered.

The Day Home established The Sister Ann Maureen Scholarship Fund, which was initiat-
ed to bridge the gap temporarily when families no longer qualify for State Department of
Education funding. This fund has been crucial in terms of sustaining some of our families
who have lost this assistance.

We are also fortunate to continue our relationship with Rosie’s For All Kids Foundation.
After a generous grant, which funded construction of the Cutie Patootie Learning Wing,
the foundation has now followed it with a donation of program dollars to sustain the same
classrooms. This is  the kind of support that non-profits so desperately need, so we are
doubly grateful for the continued investment and commitment that Rosie’s For All Kids
Foundation has made to the Day Home. 

Those are just a few highlights. Moving forward, my next project is to secure funds so that
we may once again hire a nurse and nutritionist. We sorely miss Sister Adrienne, but are so
grateful that she volunteers at least once a week at Saint Vincent’s in our Family Library.

It is the loyal support of friends like you that make the Day Home’s accomplish-
ments possible. With your steady contributions of time, money and talents, the Day
Home is able to provide a home away from home for the children who need it most—
31,000 and counting. �
Gratefully,

SISTER ANN MAUREEN MURPHY
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Saint
Vincent’s
Day Home
AT A GLANCE
Saint Vincent’s Day
Home is the oldest 
and largest child
development center
in Alameda County,
and among the oldest
continuously operat-
ing childcare centers
in the nation. The 
Day Home provides
quality childcare and
child development
services to those in
greatest need. We also
deliver family services
that support parent(s)
in meeting their
responsibilities.

Thanks to the kind-
ness of many friends,
the Day Home has
been a home away
from home for more
than 31,000 children
since we opened our
doors in 1911.

Saint Vincent’s Day Home
1086 Eighth Street

Oakland, California 94607-2697
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ur Family Learning Program is committed to 
encouraging literacy development among Day

Home families through a variety of activities and
workshops. These events include the  parents and
their children, and are developed to directly reflect 
the educational goals of the families. These activities
bring parents together with their children to discover the ways they can pursue their own 
learning goals while developing the language and learning skills of their children. Pre-literacy
and literacy skills are developed, while the joy of discovery and learning are encouraged 
through accessible and practical applications. 

We fully implemented our Family Learning Program in June 2005, and already have 
significant accomplishments to report: 

Program Highlights
The Family Library has a vibrant collection of fiction 
and non-fiction books for children and parents, 
including many bi-lingual titles in Spanish, Chinese,
Vietnamese, and Arabic. 

JUMPSTART COLLABORATIVE involves volunteers from Saint Mary’s College
working with our three-year olds. JUMPSTART is a national organization

committed to early literacy development in pre-school children. 
Two teams of five volunteers come to the Day Home twice a 

week for two hours each visit. Volunteers
lead circle-time and small 
group activities. They 
also spend individual 
time reading and 
working with their 

paired student.  

The READ TO ME PROGRAM

is a 4-part, highly inter- 
active workshop that  

shares a variety of ways  
parents can  

share and read books with  
their children. Everyone 
receives books to keep. 

Letter from 
the Development
Office

Choose 
Children! 
There are many ways that
you can support Saint
Vincent’s Day Home and
help to make a difference
in children’s lives:

You can give a donation 
to the Day Home honoring
a family member, friend or
colleague.

A monthly pledge will help
a child learn and succeed.

The Day Home can accept
donations of stock and 
real estate.

You can consider a gift
through bequest, use of a
trust, insurance or other
planned giving methods. 

You can also designate 
the Day Home when you
make a pledge to the
United Way. You’ll need 
the following information: 

Saint Vincent’s Day Home
1086 Eighth Street
Oakland, CA 94607-2697

For more information on
how you can give, please
call us at 510-832-8324 or
e-mail us at info@svdh.org.
Many thanks for your kind
support of the children!

Justice Carol A. Corrigan Appointed to
California Supreme Court by Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger

President of Saint
Vincent’s Day Home
Board of Directors,
Justice Carol A.
Corrigan has been
appointed to the
California State
Supreme Court. In
his remarks,

Governor Schwarzenegger stated that, “In filling
this vacancy I looked for someone with strong expe-
rience, unimpeachable integrity and someone that
is widely respected. I found all of those and much
more in Justice Corrigan.”

Justice Corrigan has more than 30 years of experi-
ence in the legal profession, including more than 18
years of experience on the bench in California. She
has earned numerous awards and honors including
the 2004 Saint Thomas Moore Award, and 2003
California Judicial Council Jurist of the Year.
Corrigan is also involved in several community
organizations including the Holy Names University
Board since 1988, and our own Saint Vincent’s Day
Home Board since 1982, where she has served as
chair since 1991. �

It wasn’t that 
long ago that Saint

Vincent’s Day Home
Family Learning
Program was a 

dream waiting to 
be fulfilled. Thanks 

to a grant from
Chevron, our vision 

is now reality. 

Family Learning Program 
Extends the Day Home’s Tradition 

of Quality Education

Continued on page 2

Check out our website: www.svdh.org
to keep up-to-date on happenings at the Day Home. And, and make sure to
test drive the online donating feature. Our Donate Now button provides you
with an easy way to give to Saint Vincent’s—instantly, safely and securely.

Annual Brunch September 10, 2006

Golf Tournament May 14, 2007

Watch Your Mailbox!

Save
Dates
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Saint Vincent’s
Day Home
O

the

Mubeenah 
and C'nya

Jumpstart 
volunteer Rachel
and Angel


