
Friday, February 23, we gathered at
Scott’s Seafood Restaurant in Jack
London Square for Saint Vincent’s
Annual Children’s Choice Awards
Dinner. This is always a festive oc-
casion, and a time where we honor 
special friends who work so diligently 
to help secure a bright future for each and
every child who comes the Day Home doors. 
Mistress of Ceremony duties were handled by 

KTVU broadcaster Sara
Sidner. Our founders,
the Sisters of the Holy
Family, were well 
represented at a table
and the invocation was
delivered by current
President of the Sisters
of the Holy Family,
Sister Sharon Flannigan.
As is our custom, sev-
eral of the Day Home
children joined the fes-
tivities and sang for us.

Honoring Friends Who Have Made a 
Difference in the Lives of Children and Their Families

Board of Directors President Hon. Carol Corrigan, Executive Director
Corinne Mohrmann and Nancy Jankovsky made the presentation 
to our three honorees, Erin McGlynn, Matthew D. Haley and 
Rene Boisvert:

Erin McGlynn is a woman who has been there. As a single mom of 
four children, she is breadwinner and nurturer and everything in
between. No matter how demanding her own circumstances, 

Erin has reached out to help others and instilled in her 
children the duty and joy of doing so. Erin has been on the
Saint Vincent’s Day Home Board since March 2002. Her 
energy, her commitment, and her profound understanding 
of the challenges our families face continue to inspire us.

Matt Haley is both wise counselor and Big Brother to the 
Day Home. As a Board Member, he shares his legal expertise 
to help guide our efforts. He is always there for our families

and staff as well, explaining the mysteries of the law, 
making the call or writing the letter that ends a conflict, or
going to court with a nervous pro-bono client. Matt always
makes us laugh and face the future with a smile with his
warmth and generosity, his genuine affection for people
and his endless willingness to be there “for the children.” 

Rene Boisvert came to Saint Vincent’s because he wanted 
to help enrich his community. As Board member and friend,

he brings a vision and energy to his service to both challenge
and inspire. Rene established the tradition of being Santa every
year for our children—the delight they radiate when they see
him is reflected in his eyes and never fails to warm our hearts.
Rene is also tireless in his efforts to promote the Day Home,
expand our list of friends and increase our presence in the 
community. We are grateful for his friendship and inspired 
by his generosity.  

In addition to our Children’s Choice honorees, two special peo-
ple were recognized for their outstanding contributions to the
children and families of the Day Home, Cal football player Eric
Beegun and Scott’s Seafood Restaurant owner Michael Staggs.

Eric Beegun is known to Cal fans as the tight end who played in
all twelve games last season, and who recently graduated from
UC Berkeley with a degree in legal studies. This past December
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Dear Friends, 

You may have noticed our new logo on the front page of
this Spring newsletter, with the type that reads “Nearly a
Century of Service.” Seems hard to believe sometimes,
but in fact, Saint Vincent’s Day Home has been serving
children and families since the Sisters of the Holy Family
first opened our doors in 1911. 

During our nearly one hundred years of service, the 
Day Home has seen many changes. Some things though,
are constant—our devotion to caring for the children is
one. Another is celebration. We celebrate the miracle of
these children, both through our day-to-day interactions
with them, and with special events and fun activities
designed to enrich their learning experience.

In this newsletter, you’ll read about a number of celebra-
tions, including Chinese New Year, Black History Month,
our Multicultural Day, and our annual Children’s Choice
Dinner where we honor special friends who do so much
to sustain our work. 

We are quickly closing in on a Centennial Celebration.
This major event will recall and honor the many accom-
plishments of the past 100 years.  It will also be the
spring board for a new century of service. We cannot
know all that the future will bring us, but one thing is
certain:  to succeed this year and all the years to follow,
the Day Home relies on friends like you to partner with
us so that we can continue our mission. 

We are grateful for our many gifts, and offer you sincere
thanks for the work you have done thus far to make the
Day Home a beacon of hope in West Oakland. There’s
always more to be done, but together we can do it—for
the children.  �

CORINNE M. MOHRMANN

Letter from the 
Executive 
Director
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Our circle of friends continues to assist us in our mission
of caring for the children and families who need it most.
In this issue of our Spring newsletter, we’d like you to
meet Ray Harris and Niccolo De Luca. 

Ray Harris Ray was introduced to the Day Home by his longtime friend
Rene Boisvert, one of our Board members. Ray began the relationship by 
playing in our annual golf tourney, which led him to join the planning 

committee for the event. Since then, Ray has introduced fun new 
contests and auction prizes—one of them being a Day at the Races,
where the winning bidder gets to go behind the scene with the 

jockeys and horses.

The Day Home also benefits from Ray’s other community
involvements. When his children attended Castro Valley 

High School, Ray initiated a huge food giveaway a few
days before Thanksgiving. For the last three years,
SVDH has received part of this bounty, typically 40 to 
60 cases of food. We set up our gym as a grocery store
and each Day Home family gets to “go shopping” and
fill two large grocery bags. This is a very meaningful 
contribution to our families—some are surprised by 
the unexpected gift, and all are grateful. 

Ray is all about giving back, and we owe him a debt of
gratitude for all he does for the Day Home. When not
doing community work, Ray enjoys spending time with

his wife Peggy. They live in Castro Valley, and have 
two children: Shawn 24, and Vanessa, 20.

Niccolo De Luca Day Home Board member Annie Appel, a Bishop
O’Dowd High School classmate of Niccolo’s, introduced him to the Day Home
via lunch at the Claremont Hotel. As Niccolo puts it, “It was a done deal.”
Niccolo joined the Board in August
2003, serves on the events committee,
and notes that in addition to believing
in the Day Home’s mission of serving
“an underserved population,” he also
enjoys the energy on the Board. He
brings a lot of energy himself. We 
know Niccolo as a “can do” kind of 
guy. If there’s a problem that needs 
fixing, or something that needs repair,
Niccolo has been know to get right on
the phone and make it happen. 

When not problem solving for the Day
Home, Niccolo holds the position of
Deputy City Administrator for the City
of Oakland. In addition to these com-
mitments, Niccolo has made another:
he and girlfriend Sarah have recently
become engaged. Congratulations!  �

SPOTLIGHT

Niccolo De Luca and his fiancé Sarah



Other than helping your children to grow up healthy
and happy, the most important thing that you can do
for them is to help them develop their reading skills. It
is no exaggeration to say that how well children learn
to read affects directly not only how successful they are
in school but how well they do throughout their lives.
When children learn to read, they have the key that
opens the door to all the knowledge of the world.
Without this key, many children are left behind.1

Keenly aware of the difference literacy skills can 
make to a child’s future, and recognizing the disparity 
in those skills between low- and upper-income families,
our Day Home teachers collaborate with several re-
sources to help our children develop strong skills that
will serve as the basis for all their future learning.

Speech Therapy with Mary McPherson—Speech
Pathologist Mary MacPherson continues her 20+ year
professional relationship with the Day Home, providing
speech and language pathology services. Mary works
with the children, both in the classroom and in small
groups, to build an oral language foundation—the first
steps to literacy. 

Because literacy starts at birth, Mary approaches every
contact with the children as a language-building exercise
—from riding the elevator to making play-doh sculptures.
She uses these moments to help the children take in 

language and attach
meaning to it.

Thus, while in
that elevator,
Mary will be

modeling the
language for the children, vocalizing “push, open, going
up.” These exercises are particularly important to the 
children who may be language-delayed or have another

language processing issue.

Mary notes that in her small group sessions, the children
are always excited to read to her. They are receptive, 

anxious, and present the most beautiful, beaming smiles
when congratulated on a job well done. Mary can’t think 

of anything she’d rather be doing than working with
these children—we can’t either!

Girls Inc.—The Day Home has partnered 
with Girl’s Incorporated of Alameda County’s
Child Developmental Consultants. Luellen
Hebert-Eggleston and Vicci Tibbetts meet 
regularly with our teachers to help provide 
a better understanding of children’s normal 

“
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development, and then work with teaching staff
to enhance the children’s learning experience.
These consultants observe and interact with the
children to better understand their learning,
behavior, and developmental needs. As part 
of the professional development for teachers,
the consultants also provide developmental
play groups for some children. 

Girls Inc. is also working with the Day Home 
to provide “Read to Me Nights” for the children
and their families. This experience gives 
parents an opportunity to learn techniques for
reading books with their children. A book will
be given to each family who participates, which
will be in that family’s first language.

“

Speech Pathologist Mary MacPherson

JumpStart—JumpStart is a national organi-
zation committed to early literacy development 
in pre-school children. JumpStart volunteers
work in early childhood organizations serving
underserved communities to help children 
develop the pre-reading and writing skills 
they will need for future success in school. 
JumpStart-Oakland is based at St. Mary’s 
College in Moraga. Since fall 2005, volun-
teers from Saint Mary’s College have been 
working in the two 3-year-old classrooms.

Teaming Up for Literacy Partnerships Help N
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• For 20% to 30% of these children, 
reading is one of the most difficult tasks 
they will have to master.

• 90% to 95% of poor readers can increase reading
skills to average reading levels through preven-
tion and early intervention programs.

• 88% of poor readers in first grade have the 
probability of being poor readers in fourth grade.

• 75% of children who are poor readers, who are 
not helped prior to age nine, will continue to 
have reading difficulties through high school. 
10% to 15% of children who have difficulties 
learning to read will drop out of school; only 2% 
complete a four-year college program.

According to national statistics the early childhood
years—from birth through age eight—are the most
important period for literacy development.

• The development of early literacy skills through early  
experiences with books and stories is critically linked 
to a child’s success in learning to read.

• Only 5% of children learn to read effortlessly.

• 20%–30% of children learn to read relatively easily 
once exposed to formal instruction.

60% of children face a more formidable challenge:

Why Those 
ABCs are So Important

JumpStart volunteers lead group activities in the class-
room, in addition to working individually with specific
children. Children selected to work one-on-one have
demonstrated a need for pre-literacy skills as identified
through an evaluation participating teachers complete. 

Our Teddy Bears and Hummingbirds classes will
receive the “VIP” treatment as they board a bus and
head to Saint Mary’s College on April 27, 2007. The
college is hosting a Literacy Carnival where each child
will have a friend for the afternoon. These friends will
spend quality time with our children as they play 
carnival games. This will be a great learning experience
and an exciting adventure for our children.  �
1 U.S. Department of Education, Helping Your Child Become a
Reader, Washington, D.C., 2005

Nurture Childrens’ Learning and Development

More
Team Players
The Day Home is grateful for 
the support we receive to help 
us run our literacy programs. 
Current funders include:

The 1200 Foundation
Chevron Corporation
Edward J. Daly Foundation 



Dear Friends, 

The Development Office is a happening place! I can gauge this by the mountain of
paperwork on my desk. Meeting foundation and government agency requirements,
answering requests for proposals, and drafting and submitting grants helps keep me
busy. It can be a daunting task. On the days when I think I am about to be completely
snowed under, I take a break, and take a peak at the children. Seeing a child struggle
with a word in a book, and then get it, or standing by as the playground is bustling 
with gleeful faces reminds me why I’m tackling that mountain.

I’m pleased to report that our foundation and agency support remains solid, and we are
constantly looking for new sources of funding for our initiatives. While these resources
are crucial to the Day Home’s financial well-being, they are only part of the mix. The
other part? You. 

We count on your friendship and financial support to accomplish our goals and ensure
that the Day Home continues to thrive in a community that relies on our support. To this
end, I have a proposal for you. I’m asking you to consider a small monthly contribution 
to Saint Vincent’s. When you look at your budget, is there $10, $15 or $25 a month going
out the door that you can’t even account for? What about putting that miscellaneous spend-
ing to good use and giving it to the Day Home? A small, regular contribution probably
won’t make a difference to your budget, but it can make a big difference for the children. 

Won’t you give it a try? Log on to www.svdh.org and click on “donate” at the top of the
page. Choose the “donate now” online option, and complete the form. You can set up an
automatic contribution monthly, or every three months or once a year—so you never even
have to think about. It’s convenient, it’s safe, and it’s secure. If you like the idea of a regu-
lar contribution, but are not a fan of electronic means, the tried-and-true way of writing
a check and popping it into the mail works too! Just mark your calendar to include a
small gift to Saint Vincent’s and write the check when you are paying your monthly bills.

Your friendship counts for a great deal, and so does every extra dollar. Please consider
this regular support. As always, we are grateful to count you as a friend and supporter 
of the Day Home. �
Gratefully,

SISTER ANN MAUREEN MURPHY
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More
Ways to
Choose 
Children! 
The Day Home can 
accept donations of stock
and real estate. You can 
consider a gift through
bequest, use of a trust,
insurance or other planned
giving methods. You can
also designate the Day
Home when you make a
pledge to the United Way.
You’ll need the following
information: 

Saint Vincent’s Day Home
1086 Eighth Street
Oakland, CA 94607-2616

Combined Federal
Campaign #3481

For more information on
giving methods, call us at
510-832-8324 or e-mail
4thechildren@svdh.org.

Eric was the recipient of Cal’s Everett Merriman Award for Commitment to Community
Service in 2006. It is important to note that this award is infrequently given. Eric
received this for his extraordinary involvement in volunteerism, along with rallying 
the UC Football team and Coach Jeff Tedford to become involved in what turned out
to be a major fundraising event. Cal’s 2006 Football Kick-Off Reception held last
August in Memorial Stadium gave donors a chance to scrimmage with the Cal team.
Followed by a dinner and auction, the event raised more than $12,000 for Saint
Vincent’s Day Home. 

Michael Staggs For several years, Scott’s Seafood Restaurant has not only hosted 
our annual Children’s Choice Awards gala, but has also generously underwritten our
annual Champagne Brunch since 1992. Scott’s Owner Michael Staggs has been instru-
mental in seeing that these events go smoothly and that all of our guests are happy and
well fed! Without Michael’s generous support of the Day Home, we certainly would 
not be where we are today. His professional and helpful staff ensures, year after year,
that the Children’s Choice Awards dinner is a special evening full of good fun, good
friends, and, of course, good food! �

Thank you to 
our 2007 

Children’s Choice 
Dinner Sponsors

Gold Sponsor 
City National Bank 

Silver Sponsor
Sisters of the 

Holy Family 

A Special Thank You 
to all of our 

Table Hosts and 
Individual Sponsors 

Continued from front cover

Eric Beegun and Rene Boisvert

Letter from the 
Development 

Office



Celebrating Our Heritage,Our History,Our Multiculturalism
The Day Home celebrated Black History Month, Chinese New 
Year, President’s Day, and of course, Valentine’s Day—
and that was just February! These events remind 
us of an important reality that should be with us  
each day: we should have pride in who we are—
our cultural heritage, our family history. 

To that end, we also recently enjoyed a Multi-
cultural Celebration, which was held outdoors
and attended by many of our parents. A number 
of the children came dressed as representatives of 
their various countries, including: China, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Mexico, Sudan and Vietnam.

From toddlers to kindergarteners, all the children participated 
in a variety of fun activities. The Busy Bees counted to 10 in Swahili.
The Butterflies treated us to the song “Buenos Dias” (hello in Spanish,)
and the Caterpillars sang “Jambo” (hello in Swahili). Our Humming-
birds recited a poem about Harriet Tubman, the escaped slave and
African-American abolitionist who was known as the “Moses of Her
People.” Teddy Bears sang “The World is a Rainbow”, and our Koala
Bears presented “We Are Children of the World.” We also enjoyed a
dance to “Men in Black” performed by the Dinosaurs.

Our pre-kindergarten Dolphins presented a tribute to important histor-
ical figures in America: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. for being a freedom
fighter; George Washington for telling the truth, and Abraham Lincoln
for freeing the slaves. The tribute ended with the children expressing
that they all wanted to grow up and be a good person like Dr. King.
Kindergarteners concluded with “This Little Light of Mine,” focusing
on letting it shine at school, at home, and in their neighborhoods. �

Non-Profit Org.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Annual Golf Tournament 
May 14, 2007
It’s not too late to join the fun! 
To sign up, call Julia at:
510 832-8324

Save
Date:

SVDHAT A GLANCE
Saint Vincent’s Day Home is
the oldest and largest child
development center in Alameda
County, and among the oldest
continuously operating child-
care centers in the nation. 
The Day Home provides quality
childcare and child develop-
ment services to those in great-
est need. We also deliver family
services that support parent(s)
in meeting their responsibilities.

Thanks to the kindness of many
friends, the Day Home has been a
home away from home for more
than 31,000 children since we
opened our doors in 1911.

Vital Statistics

Agency profile
Nonprofit, non-sectarian agency 
located in the heart of West Oakland
in the same Victorian house where 
it was founded in 1911

Enrollment
222 children

Programs
Comprehensive programs for toddlers
and preschoolers, licensed full-day
kindergarten, before and afterschool
programs for older children

Families served
83% single heads of households
with incomes below $27,000; 42%
immigrants; and 85% live in neigh-
borhoods with drug use and crime.

Visit www.svdh.org
Keep up-to-date on happenings
at the Day Home. Our Donate
Now button
provides you
with an easy way to give to
Saint Vincent’s—instantly,
safely and securely.
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