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In January, we were thrilled to begin our collaboration with the Raising A Reader program.  
Since its founding in 1999, Raising A Reader has spread to affiliate chapters all over the country, 
including the Alameda County chapter, which is supported by United Way. The program teaches 
families to incorporate “book cuddling” into their routine to foster healthy brain development, 
parent-child bonding and positive early experiences with reading. 

Picture Books to Take Home Build Essential Pre-reading Skills National studies have shown that 
61% of low-income families have no children’s books in their homes. The Raising A Reader program addresses 
this issue by giving families access to a rotating “book bag” of high-quality multicultural picture books to take 
home and share with their children to help them build essential pre-reading skills. Through the program, our  
parents take an active role in building their children’s early literacy skills by sharing books with their children in  
a variety of creative ways. Giving parents different “read-aloud” strategies, such as creating a story based on the 
book’s illustrations or having children describe the actions depicted, inspires parents with lower literacy levels to 
share books with their children. The children bring the bright red book bags home on Thursdays and return  
them on Tuesdays, so that they may spend the weekend enjoying the books.

Song, Movement and Imagination Keep the Children Engaged Currently, Raising A Reader’s book 
bag check out program has been incorporated into our toddler and three-year-old classes, and we are working 
with Raising A Reader to increase the grant so that every class can experience this program. Sara Levine, Director 
of Raising A Reader’s Alameda County chapter, has visited the five participating classrooms several times over  
the last few months to read stories with the children. Sara tells us that “it’s amazing to see how excited the chil-    

   dren get about reading.” We joined her on one of her story time visits, and “excited”  
   does not even begin to describe the children’s reaction to her arrival! The moment 

   she walked into our three-year-old Hummingbirds classroom carrying Raising    
  A Reader’s signature bright red book bag, the children greeted her with enthu-   
 siastic shouts of, “Hi Sara!” Using a combination of song, movement and  
 imagination, Sara kept the children engaged in her story from beginning to  
 end. As she put it, “It helps to be goofy.” 

Setting the Stage for a Lifelong Love of Books At the end of the   
  program, we will hold an award gathering at which each child will receive  
    their own Raising A Reader bag. We are confident that our children’s  
 experience with the Raising A Reader program will prepare them for a  
   lifetime of academic success, and a lifelong love of books. 
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Alameda County chapter, 
reading to the children
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Dear Friends, 

It seems like the year just started and here I am already writing 
my column for the Spring newsletter and thinking about our  
Kindergarten class, which is nearing graduation—time flies.

This issue of our newsletter features stories about many friends  
of Saint Vincent’s. Some are long-time friends, such as our three 
Children’s Choice awardees Kimberly Briggs, Hon. Lois Haight 
Herrington and Mary MacPherson. Sister Ann Maureen’s column 
includes reminiscences from Day Home alums. This issue also 
celebrates new friends, including 14-year-old Lucia Calthorpe 
who selected Saint Vincent’s as the organization she wanted to 
support, along with three new members to our Board of 
Directors: Eric Beegun, Jean Driscoll, and Barbara Shannon. As 
the Beatles song goes, “I get by with a little help from my friends.” 
It is the vitality, energy, creativity, and hard work of all these 
friends that helps keep the Day Home thriving—day to day, year 
to year, and now nearing our century of service to children and 
families of the working poor in West Oakland. 

As we near that century mark, we have formed a 100th 
Anniversary Committee. This committee has some amazing ideas 
and is already busy at work with plans to mark this incredible 
milestone. In addition to a gala celebration, the committee is 
looking at other events to engage our alumni, both students and 
staff. We’ve touched many lives in our near 100 years, and we 
want everyone who is part of this history to be present for the  
festivities. 

Moving forward, we see several broad goals for the Day Home’s 
second century of service. We hope to have the funding to contin-
ually improve the quality and breadth of our services. We would 
like to build a scholarship fund so our children can move on to 
good schools after graduating from the Day Home. And, we also 
hope to continue our efforts to minimize our carbon footprint 
and “green” Saint Vincent’s. We often hear that the Day Home is 
a model for how childcare should be done. The committee will 
also look at opportunities for events, including possible lecturers 
or workshops, where we can share our holistic methodology with 
the community, and formalize our role as a model program. 

So, there is much to be done, and gratefully we have many hands 
to do it. I hope you enjoy reading the stories in this issue. And 
please consider joining us in our efforts.   

Corinne M. MohrMann
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Do You See What I See?
Did you know that vision problems 
affect one in 20 preschoolers, yet 
many children never receive vision 
screening? And most likely, a child 
cannot tell you whether or not he or 

she is seeing properly.

Working with Prevent Blindness Northern 
California, the Day Home is able to provide 

vision screening for our preschool children. Trained volunteers visit  
the Day Home and observe the children for signs of eye problems, 
including lazy eye and distance vision. The screening is designed to 
identify those children who need a full eye exam by a doctor. Thanks  
to the good work of these volunteers, our Day Home children who   
may need vision care can be identified early, reducing the risk of   
permanent vision problems later.

Special thanks go to volunteers Kay McElheney, Connie Van Putten, 
Maria Watt and Celia for taking care of our children! 

On Saturday, February 16th, 40 tal-
ented women golfers teed off at the 
Swing for the Kids Golf Tournament 
at Oakland’s Sequoyah Country Club. 

The tournament was organized by Jean Eddy, Valerie Mulhollen, 
Luisa Farquhar and Tracey Perkins, who referred to themselves as the 
“Amazing SaturdayCommittee,” and worked tirelessly for weeks to 
coordinate the event. The results of their efforts were amazing indeed! 
The committee’s fundraising goal was initially very modest. When they 
started collecting some impressive prizes for their raffle and silent auc-
tion—including a ride around the wine country in a limousine, beautiful 
original artwork, and chances to play at some exclusive golf courses—
they upped their projection a bit. Little did they know that they would 
raise more than five times their goal on behalf of the children of Saint 
Vincent’s Day Home! 

Equally valuable, the tourney brought us new friends as many of the 
golfers expressed interest in learning more about the Day Home and 
how they could get involved. We are extremely grateful to the women 
of the Amazing Saturday Committee for contributing so much of their 
time and energy to organizing this very successful fundraising event. 

Thanks to the Amazing Saturday 
Committee, the Swing for the Kids 
Tourney scored a hole in one.

Swing For The Kids 
Golf Tournament

Letter from the
Executive Director
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Kim Briggs was drawn to the Day Home because of 
her twin passions: justice and children, two causes to 
which she has devoted herself. As an Assistant United 
States Attorney and member of our Board of Directors, 
she is a constant source of inspiration, enthusiasm and 
creativity. Whenever there's a job to be done Kim is 
among the first to volunteer and among the last to 
leave. We are endlessly impressed by her kind and 
caring spirit that infuses everything she does. Her 
dedication to helping those in need, to sustaining the 
hope of those who struggle, and to securing justice for 
the victimized is an inspiration to us all. 

Mary MacPherson has been a vital part of the Day Home for more than 20 years, providing testing 
and speech therapy to our children in order to help them build the language foundation they need 
for lifelong learning. Because most parents either cannot afford or are unable to take time off work 
to bring their child to her, Mary comes to us. Every child who works with Mary looks forward to see-
ing her; we see their beaming smiles every day when she congratulates them on a job well done. We 
honor Mary for so generously contributing the time, wisdom, patience and energy that she puts into 
working with our children, their parents and teachers. 

Hon. Lois Haight Herrington is a woman who puts her heart and her resources into helping forgotten 
and abused children. As the presiding judge of the Contra Costa County Juvenile Court she encoun-
ters the harsh reality of children taken into the foster care system. These young people face obstacles 
few of us could hope to surmount. When they “age out” of the system, many have nowhere to go, 
most do not finish high school and few go on to college. Using her own funds, Judge Haight has 
established a foundation that gives grants to these young survivors so that they can find a place to 
live, continue their schooling and make the transition from tragic childhood to a brighter future. 
She is a hero to the many whom she encourages, protects and empowers.   

And the 
Children 
Choose...

Thank You to Our Sponsors
Presenting Sponsor
City National Bank

Gold Sponsor
Washington Mutual Bank 

Silver Sponsor
Sisters of the Holy Family 

A special thank you also goes 
to our event co-chairs Wilma 
Germany and Erin McGlynn, 
and to Scott’s Seafood 
Restaurant for helping to 
make this event happen. 

In February we gathered 
for Saint Vincent’s Day 
Home’s Annual Children’s 
Choice Awards Dinner to 
honor those who have 
made a significant differ-
ence in the lives of children and their families. Held at 
Scott’s Seafood Restaurant in Jack London Square, the 
evening’s Master of Ceremonies duties were deftly han-
dled by multitalented comedian, writer and KGO radio 
personality Brian Copeland. Brian kept the event lively 
and our Day Home children gave us the gift of song at 
this wonderful night that honored three very special 
people: Kimberly Briggs, Hon. Lois Haight Herrington 
and Mary MacPherson. 

Left: Our 2008 Children’s Choice 
awardees with Day Home Board 
of Directors President and 
California Supreme Court Justice 
Hon. Carol A. Corrigan

Above: Always a highlight of the 
evening, children of the Day 
Home sang for us

Below: l to r: Day Home Teacher Maha Adam, Assistant Director Jennifer Youngblood, Mary MacPherson, 
Teachers Terry Mork and Doris Baires; Representatives from Sister of the Holy Family: Sisters Adrienne 
Andreani, Marietta Fahey, Guadalupe Partida, Charleen O'Brien, Laetitia Rossi, and Ann Maureen Murphy; 
Howard Janssen and wife Christina with Dinner Event Co-chair Erin McGlynn and Board Member Matt Haley

Left: Master of Ceremonies 
Brian Copeland and the Hon. 
Carol A. Corrigan

The 2008 Honorees



Lucia Calthorpe and Jean Driscoll When Lucia Calthorpe visited the Day 
Home with her Girl Scout troop two years ago, she came home enthusiastic and told 
her mom Jean Driscoll, “Mom, you need to visit. What they’re doing is so impor-
tant.” This past Christmas, when Jean gave her daughter the opportunity to direct 
where a holiday donation should go, Lucia’s face lit up and she proceeded to work up 
a PowerPoint presentation to sell her mom on Saint Vincent’s. It worked. In January 
of this year, Lucia and Jean visited the Day Home, and Lucia now volunteers with us 
on Fridays after school. 

Inspired by her daughter, Jean is working with us as well. She has joined our Board 
of Directors and is serving on the 100th Anniversary Committee. Jean has recently 
closed down her consulting practice focused on land conservation so that she can 
spend time on things more personally meaningful to her. She lives in Berkeley with 
husband Peter and has two other children: Jacob and Asa.

Eric Beegun You may recall reading about Eric 
Beegun in our last Spring newsletter. Then Cal football 
player and recipient of the university’s Everett Merriman 
Award for Commitment to Community, Eric was honored 
at our Children’s Choice Awards dinner last year for his 
contributions to the Day Home. Now a Cal grad and 
working in commercial real estate, Eric continues his 
relationship with Saint Vincent’s by joining the Board.

Eric first learned about the Day Home from his family, 
when he was looking for the right recipient for the Cal 
fundraising event he was planning in 2006. His parents 
suggested the Day Home, Eric visited, and knew it was 
where he wanted the money to go. Of Saint Vincent’s, 
Eric says, “It enthralled me. I wanted to tell people about 
the Day Home, and so I wanted to join it.” Eric tells us he dreams of building a bridge between the 
children of the Day Home and his alma mater Cal. He hopes someday to share his experience at Cal 
with the children and show them what a wonderful education is available to them right in their own 
community. 

Barbara Shannon As the guest of Board member Sim Avila, Barbara Shannon attended our 
Annual Brunch this past Fall and says she was impressed with the facility and the committed people 
she met. A meeting with Board President Carol Corrigan and Executive Director Corinne Mohrmann 
confirmed for Barbara the “winning philosophy” she felt on her      
first visit. Drawn to the Day Home and our holistic approach to 
supporting children, Barbara has joined our Board of Directors. 

Barbara brings a lot of experience to the Day Home. She has  
previously headed several AIDS organizations in New York,  
and currently runs her own business as a change management 
consultant, helping large, global companies with post-merger 
integration efforts. Barbara knows how hard it is to spend donor 
dollars well, keep focused on the day to day work, and maintain 
infrastructure. She reports she is excited to work with the Day 
Home to sustain our vision. Barbara has joined the 100th 
Anniversary Committee and reports that already, “Every time  
I leave I feel better than when I walked up the steps.”

Thank you Lucia, Jean, Barbara, and Eric for joining us!  
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Top: Lucia Calthorpe, her mom Jean 
Driscoll and the Day Home children

Right: New Board member Eric 
Beegun is pictured here with his 
girlfriend Kari, radio personality Brian 
Copeland, and his father Norm. 

Bottom: Barbara near the top of 
Cathedral Peak in Tuolumne

Young People in Action

The Day Home was visited recently by a 
group from Center for Student Missions, 
a national organization that provides 
urban mission and service experiences 
to youth. After their visit, we received a 
lovely booklet of thanks. It’s a wonderful 
gift to receive these special thanks from 
the young adults that come to visit and 
volunteer with us. But truly, all thanks go 
to them—their smiling faces and interac-
tion with the children add so much to the 
rich tapestry that is the Day Home.

SPOTLIGHT



Dear Friends, 

When telephone calls, e-mails, and donations from new donors come to the   
Day Home, they get directed to me. The first question that always comes to mind 
is, “How do you know about Saint Vincent’s?” Often times, that new donor is a 
Day Home alum with whom we haven’t been in touch for some time. When the 
connection is reestablished I am very privileged to hear some wonderful stories. 

In November, Congresswoman Barbara Lee held a press conference at the Day 
Home along with representatives from CalPIRG (California Public Interest 
Research Group), releasing their annual report on toy safety. Congresswoman 
Lee briefly attended Saint Vincent’s as a child, and shared some memories with 
us as she toured the facility. 

A few weeks later, firemen from our local station brought two engines to the Day 
Home. Every child was lifted up the steep stairs and guided through the smaller 
fire engine that came into our playground. One of the firemen, Arash Kouhi, 
walked into our Dining Room and cried out, “I came here; I remember this 
room!’ Arash knew that he had come to child care in West Oakland, but was not 
able to find the location until that day!  

When I asked Steve Guasco how he knew the Day Home, he replied, “I’m the kid 
who taught Ronald Reagan how to play the drum.'” This was during the time 
that Mr. Reagan was a movie star and had come to the Alameda Naval Base for a 
United Way event where our Kinderband performed. 

When we started hearing from Darryl Sudduth, I asked my question again. 
Darryl reported, “I was first introduced to the school in 1955, when my mother 
brought me there on my first day of school. I didn't really know why I was being 
dropped off there, but I knew for a fact that I wasn't going to like it.” After a 
rough start, including an incident where he punched another child in the nose, 
Darryl says he eventually got used to the environment and started to actually 
look forward to going to school. He adds, “…I never forgot how important the 
early guidance I received helped to shape the person I grew to be.”

These are just a few of the friends who have stayed in touch or reconnected with 
the Day Home, and we are grateful to them for remembering us and helping us  
continue our work. If you have a memory to share, or would like to visit the Day 
Home to make a memory, contact us. We would love to hear from you. 
Gratefully,

SiSter ann Maureen Murphy

Our Board of Directors
Hon. Carol A. Corrigan, President 
Supreme Court of California

Wilma J. Germany, Vice President 
Community Volunteer

Vivian O’Neal, JD, Secretary 
port of oakland attorney’S offiCe

Daniel P. Sanford, CFO, Treasurer 
WaShington mutual Card SerViCeS

Anne M. Appel  
2m group

Simao Avila, JD  
uC Berkeley, offiCe of the preSident

Eric Beegun  
StauBaCh real eState

Rene Boisvert  
rainy day produCtionS

Kimberly Briggs, JD  
uS attorney’S offiCe

Niccolo De Luca   
toWnSend puBliC affairS

Thomas H. Doctor  
urBan planning ConSultant

Jean Driscoll
Community Volunteer

Maureen Duncan, JD  
CheVron international exploration 
and produCtion

Ted Gallagher, Jr. 
gallagher propertieS

Matthew D. Haley, JD  
haley laW offiCeS

Andrew Hempeck
CreekSide partnerS

Ben H. Jones 
mSCi Barra (morgan Stanley)

Jakob Kirschenbaum, MBA
finanCe ConSultant

Cecil P. Reeves  
ValVa realty

Barbara Shannon
BarBara Shannon ConSulting

Corinne M. Mohrmann, MA
Executive Director

Standing Committee Membership
Hillary E. Brennen 
City national Bank

Michael Canizzaro, CFO 
oakland dioCeSe

Bill Carey, CPA 
priVate praCtiCe 

Lois Corrin 
oakland muSeum

Thomas J. Donnelly 
retired pilot

Nancy Holland 
Community Volunteer 

Wayne Ingbritson 
pixBe

Sister Ann Maureen Murphy, SHF, MA 
Saint VinCent’S day home

Maude Pervere, JD 
legal ConSultant & laW profeSSor

Sandra L. Quist, JD 
retired, alameda County 
diStriCt attorney’S offiCe 

Kristi Rasmussen 
elementary SChool teaCher

Thomas Rinehart 
BuSineSS deVelopment

Kathleen Riley 
BiShop o’doWd high SChool

Kathleen Melka Rolefson 
retired

Jennifer Youngblood 
Saint VinCent’S day home
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Letter from the 
Development 

Office

Saint Vincent’s Day 
Home was one of five 

sites in California to host 
CALPIRG’s 22nd annual 
toy safety press confer-
ence. Congresswoman 
Barbara Lee (Oakland) 

addresses the 
audience.

Here are a few excerpts from the Center for Student Missions students and staff:

Saint Vincent’s was an excellent experience—I think this was the favorite part of the trip.

The kids were so cute and awesome and I believe that your organization will do a lot of good in these kids’ lives.

Thank you guys for showing love and compassion to every child you meet. You guys have a huge influence on their 
lives. Thank you for your commitment to what you do. You are awesome.

Thanks so much for having us! I loved the positive environment and how friendly you all were. Your kids there are 
happy and playful. Thanks for giving me this amazing experience.

The kids are awesome and fun to be with. Keep this program going!

Your children are incredibly sweet and loving and your support for them will lead them on the path to successful, 
fulfilling lives. Special things are going on at your day care, so keep it up!

To our friends from Center for Student Missions, we think you are awesome too! 



  The best thing I like about the Day Home is…

Laying on your tummy and rolling over on grass and my school is fun– Alexis
Playing on computers, checkers, balls outside, jumprope– Jeremiah
Learning about weather and places– William

Can you think of anything you would like to change about the Day Home?
I would like to paint the school putting hearts and butterflies – Vanessa
Changing to swimming suit and have a beach party– Ariyana

When I close my eyes and think about the Day Home, I remember…
Fun at Saint Vincent's – William
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Annual Golf Tournament 
Monday 

May 12, 2008

Annual Brunch 
Sunday 

September 21 
2008

Save 

Dates:the

“ “What the Children Are Saying
Excerpted from our school-age 
children survey conducted 
in August 2007

Read more about the Day Home. 
View more event photos. Make 
an online donation. Visit us at 


