
There is a common thread that runs through almost all of the 
articles in our spring newsletter this year—Saint Vincent’s Day 
Home exists because of community support. A local business 
that treated the children to an ice cream social, local artists 
who share their talents with the children, philanthropic part-
ners that help fund workshops for parents and the volunteers 
that help run them… so much of the “extras” that make Saint 
Vincent’s Day Home stand out from other early childhood 
education centers is available thanks to a small army of friends.

The Day Home celebrates its 100th anniversary this year. In 
1911 William Taft was president, future president Ronald 
Reagan was born, and Marie Curie received her second Nobel 
Prize for her discovery of radium and polonium. That same 

year, the Archdiocese sent two nuns to Oakland to purchase a house—a Queen Ann home 
that was built in 1863. A quiet, unassuming transaction, there was no mention of it in news 
publications at the time. But the purchase was a momentous event for more than 35,000 
Day Home alumni who called that house “a home away from home” as young children. 

Much has changed over the years, both in the world around us 
and within the walls of the Day Home. But the fundamental 
need to provide quality early childhood education to children 
of the poor has remained consistent. For children in the Bay 
Area who live in poverty, Saint Vincent’s Day Home represents 
their best chance at receiving a strong educational foundation—

a crucial step in their escape from poverty. For parents who work minimum wage jobs, 
the Day Home is a safe place to leave their children while they work to provide for their 
families, as well as a vital resource for training and support that empowers them to be 
loving, effective caregivers. Continues on page 5
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We are fortunate to 
have an exceptionally 
supportive community 
around us. Thank you 
for being a friend of 
Saint Vincent’s Day Home 

Looking Forward to the Next Years

              For Children 
in the Bay Area 
who live in poverty, 
Saint Vincent’s Day Home 
represents their best 
chance at receiving a 
strong educational 
foundation–a
crucial step in their 
escape from poverty. 

 Multi-Cultural 
celebration
Saint Vincent’s Day Home is rich 
with ethnic and cultural diversity. 
One need only look at the beauti-
ful faces of our children to see that 
many cultural backgrounds are 
represented here. What better 
reason to have a Multi-Cultural 
Celebration? Children at this age 
are filled with wonder and awe, 
and enjoy learning from one an-
other. One of the children proudly 
said her “ABC’s” in Spanish, an-
other sang a song in Vietnamese. 
Native dress was encouraged. 
Teachers and children dressed in 
traditional clothing from China, 
Mongolia, Vietnam, Central and 
South America, as well as coun-
tries in Africa. One child chose to 
represent Gotham City by wear-
ing a Batman outfit. While the 
celebration was all about singing, 
dancing together and enjoying the 
fun performances the children 
had practiced for weeks, the true 
meaning was about learning to 
respect each other’s heritage—a 
lesson our children will carry with 
them for the rest of their lives. 



Letter
from the 
Executive 
Director
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On September 26, 2010, Saint Vincent’s Day Home 
opened its doors to friends in the community who 
have been so generous to us over the years. Our 
Annual Champagne Brunch is our way of express-
ing our heart-felt thanks for your commitment to 
our mission and for your partnership in serving the 
young children and families in the heart of West 
Oakland. We also owe a debt of gratitude to Ray 
Gallagher of Scott’s Seafood Restaurant and his 
staff, who provided and prepared an amazing menu 

for our guests, as well as to our volunteers 
who helped make the day special. 



Welcome to Our Home

Our proud teachers Terry Mork, Hala Hamdan, Zewdi Stefanos, 
Suzhen Zhen, Doris Baires, Munkhjargal Ragchaa, and 

Board member Eric Beegun

Dear Friends, 

It is hard to believe that our 100th 
Anniversary has actually arrived. We 
will certainly celebrate this century of 
service and all the Day Home has meant 
in the lives of tens of thousands of fami-
lies. Of course, while we build on our 
rich history, we must focus clearly on 
the challenges of the present to ensure 
that we will carry our work actively and 
securely into the future. 

We also celebrate each of you who have 
been so much a part of our enduring 
legacy. We would not be all we are today 
without the support of our partners and 
friends. We rely on your generosity and 
commitment as we carry our vital work 
forward. When, together, we help our 
hard-working families and wonderful 
children, we help fashion a future in 
which we can both take pride and feel 
great hope.

Please join us at our Centennial Gala, 
October 15, 2011, to rejoice in what has 
been and what is possible. At the Gala, 
we will kick off a 5 year campaign to 
sustain the work of the Day Home and 
to become less dependent on diminish-
ing government  support. I can think of 
no more noble effort than to help our 
children to succeed, to break the cycle  
of poverty and to become responsible, 
contributing citizens in our community.  

We look forward to celebrating with  
you and continuing our essential work— 
for the children!   

Corinne M. MohrMann

Y   E    A     R    S

Alumni Matt 
DePalm and 
Sister Adrienne 
Andreani
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The Kindergarten class 
learns about the equipment 
worn by firefighters, so they 
are not afraid when they 
need help.

You just never know the impact you will 
have on a child. Most often, the love and 
the care you provided resides in a dis-
tant and pleasant memory in a child’s 
mind. And occasionally, those children 
return to the Day Home, fully grown and 
anxious to reconnect with the happy 
memories of their youth. 

A local fireman was on a routine inspec-
tion at the Day Home. Unaware that he 
attended Saint Vincent’s Day Home as a 
child, he walked into our dining room. 
The familiar smells instantly transported 
him back to his childhood, causing him 
to ex-claim: “This is my school! I’ve been 
looking for it forever!” He immediately 
called his mother to let her know that he 
had finally found the “home away from 
home” of his childhood. 

A young mother who attended the Day 
Home as a child came back as one of 
the first in her family to graduate from 
college and enrolled her own child at the 
Day Home. She remembered the happy 
times she experienced and appreciated 
the deep impact of the education she 
received, and wanted the same for her 
children. 

There are many other alumni who share 
these experiences. If you know of an 
alum who has a similar story, please let 
us know. As we approach our 100th year, 
we look forward to touching another 
35,000 children & families’ lives. 
Imagine the stories yet to come! 

There is no getting around it… There is nothing as magical as a 
visit from the Fire Department. The big, shiny red engine, the 
loud siren, the fire-fighter’s hat, the big boots, and of course, the 
water... The Kindergarten class received an impromptu private 
tour outside our front door during a recent fire inspection of the 
Day Home. They were treated to a boisterous demonstration of 
water shooting out of the truck, with sirens blaring. The firefight-
ers didn’t waste a teach-able moment—while demonstrating 
their gear, they taught our Kindergarteners what to do if they 
find themselves in a fire—call for help! When one of the children 
asked “what if you can’t find us?”, the captain responded: “We 
always find the children. Always.” Heroes, they truly are. Thank 
You, Fire Station 3 of the Oakland Fire Department! 

AVisit From Our 
Friends at the 

Oakland Fire 
Department 

Making a 
Difference…
Touching a Life
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Letter 
from the 
Director of 
Stewardship

Parents learn about good 
nutrition for their children.

Dear Friends, 

Each day brings the excitement of new challeng-
es. In my role as the Director of Stewardship I 
have been working to introduce our community 
to the concept of planned giving and being part 
of leaving a LEGACY for the children and fami-
lies of Saint Vincent’s Day Home.   

Throughout our 100-year history, we have 
served the “poorest of the poor,” who always 
have struggled to provide the best they could 
given their economic challenges. 

We have been very fortunate in having friends 
who strongly believe in our mission and gener-
ously support us with their time, expertise, and 
financial support. One such friend was the late 
Helen O’Reilly. Helen strongly believed that 
every child, regardless of financial circumstance, 
is entitled to the best education possible. Her 
support of the Day Home’s children never 
wavered, and it was our privilege to know her 
until her passing in 2009. We were profoundly 
touched to later learn that Helen had chosen  
to establish a lasting legacy for our children  
by including Saint Vincent’s Day Home in her 
estate plans. Thanks in part to her generosity 
and commitment, our children can continue  
to benefit from a top-notch early childhood  
education program that prepares them for a 
lifetime of learning.

Given the challenges of today, our work has not 
changed. The names and faces have changed, 
but the struggle continues to hold home and 
family together. Please consider how you might 
help us ensure that the work of the Day Home 
can continue into its second hundred years. It  
is our hope that you will join our effort and  
consider being part of our legaCy CirCle of 
friends.  

Gratefully,

sister ann Maureen Murphy, shf

A child’s ability to learn 
depends on feeding the brain 
good fuel. The meal program 
at Saint Vincent’s Day Home is 
designed to meet the daily nutritional 
needs of our children. But bringing that same health-
consciousness into the home is equally important.
 
More than 20 families signed up for our workshop on 
nutrition in early childhood. Offered in partnership 
with TLC (The Link to Children), the workshop provid-
ed valuable information on the importance of a healthy 
balanced diet for our children, how to offer healthy 
meals at home, and how to teach good eating habits 
to children. Armed with nutritional knowledge and 
healthy recipes, our parents finished the workshop as 
true partners in our goal to nurture the minds and 
bodies of children. 

 Our children are 
 what they eat
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Our Board of Directors

Hon. Carol A. Corrigan
President 
Supreme Court of California

Wilma J. Germany
Vice President 
Community Volunteer

Andrew Hempeck
Treasurer
CreekSide partnerS

Vivian M. O’Neal, JD 
Secretary 
Community Volunteer

Eric Beegun  
StaubaCh real eState

Rene Boisvert  
rainy day produCtionS

Hon. Kimberly Briggs  
Superior Court of California

Maureen Duncan, JD  
Community Volunteer

Matthew D. Haley, JD  
haley law offiCeS

Janice Rourke Hugener  
tuCker elliS & weSt, llp

Maria Pica Karp  
CheVron

David A. Levin, JD, LLM  
u.S. truSt

Daniel P. Sanford, CPA 
working equity

Raymond W. Szylko  
kpmg global

Tim Wellman, DDA   
alameda County da’S offiCe

Corinne M. Mohrmann, MA
Executive Director

Standing Committee 
Membership

Michael Canizzaro, CFO
oakland dioCeSe

Bill Carey, CPA 
priVate praCtiCe 

Lois Corrin
oakland muSeum

Thomas J. Donnelly
retired pilot

Nancy Holland
Community Volunteer 

Wayne Ingbritson
ConSultant

Hillary Leon
City national bank

Ann Maureen Murphy, SHF
Saint VinCent’S day home

Thomas Rinehart
buSineSS deVelopment

Jennifer Youngblood
Saint VinCent’S day home

Mary Elizabeth Clapp and members of her 
Girls Scout Troop visited the Day Home 
on February 22, 2011, accompanied by 
hand puppets, a puppet stage, and a script 
which she had written. The children were 

mesmerized by the play and enjoyed the 
interaction with the puppets and puppeteers 

as Mary Elizabeth and troop members mingled 
with the children. Thank you to Mary Elizabeth 

Clapp, the Girls Scout troop, and Kara Worden, 
Manager of Borders Book store in Emeryville, who donated the 
puppets to Saint Vincent’s. 

New Board 
Member, Janice 
Rourke Hugener 
Janice is a litigation partner in the San 
Francisco and Los Angeles offices of 
Tucker Ellis & West LLP. She specializes in 
designing creative solutions for business-
to-business disputes. A California native, 
Janice and her family recently relocated 
from Manhattan Beach to the East Bay. 
Blessed with minimal breakage dur-
ing the move, she was looking 
for an opportunity to pay her 
good luck forward when 
a colleague introduced 
her to SVDH; after one 
visit she was hooked. 
Janice and her family 
spend their weekends 
doing just about any-
thing that involves fishing, 
boating, cycling or lacrosse.

New Staff Member, Yuki 
Mosher My first exposure to Saint 
Vincent’s Day Home was the Champagne 
Brunch last September. What a privilege 
it was to meet many of the donors, volun-
teers, teachers, staff, and alumni, all of 
whom were there because they are excited 
about the Day Home’s mission, and have 
been actively involved for many years, 
even many generations. The warmth and 
dedication with which our teachers and 
staff guide and nurture the children is 
what inspired me to join this organization 
as Director of Development. 
    I am grateful for the warm welcome that 
I have received, and am humbled and excit-
ed by the opportunity to play a part in 
building a better financial future for Saint 
Vincent’s Day Home and its children. We 
hope that you will consider increasing your 
support of and engagement in our mission. 
Volunteering, introducing the Day Home to 
your friends, making a gift, remembering 
the Day Home in your estate plans… your 

support, in any form, 
makes a tremendous 
difference in the 
lives of our children 
and families. Thank 
you! 

     It’
s Show Time!

  100 Years continued from cover 

While our fundamental philosophy about educating children 
and supporting families has remained steadfast throughout the 
years, how we fund our programs has gone through several 
reincarnations in the past 100 years. Our main sources of fund-
ing have shifted from the Sisters of the Holy Family, to United 
Way, and to government funding, which is our primary source 
of revenue today.
      As we celebrate our first century and plan for the next, we 
face yet another turning point in how we fund our programs. As 
a result of the worse economic downturn since the Great 
Depression, funding for early childhood education is facing 
debilitating cuts from all levels of government. This is not a 
trend that will reverse itself. It is necessary and prudent to plan 
a fiscal future with less dependence on public funding. 
      Shifting our funding focus from public to private takes peo-
ple like you, who have been willing to share their resources with 
the children. Ensuring a stable financial future for the benefit of 
the poorest, most vulnerable populations in the Bay Area also 
needs the partnership of local business, volunteers, philanthrop-
ic foundations and individual donors. We are fortunate to have 
an exceptionally supportive community around us. Thank you 
for being a friend of Saint Vincent’s Day Home. 

SPOTLIGHT



                Fentons 
             Creamery 
     and Restaurant 
     in Oakland has been 
    a wonderful supporter 
  of the Day Home. Each year 
they donate a portion of the sales of 

their Sundae of the Month in support of the children. Not only 
that, our friends from Fentons also treated our children to an ice 
cream social for Valentine’s Day. Each child received a Fentons 
soda jerk hat, a sticker—and most importantly—ice cream for 
dessert. Amid Valentine’s decorations that were created by the 
children, staff from Fentons volunteered their time to bring 
scoop after scoop of vanilla ice cream, mango sorbet, and orange 
sherbet to the children. Fentons owner Scott Whidden also 
presented our Program Director, Jennifer Youngblood, with a 
check for the proceeds of their December Sundae of the Month. 
Thank you, Fentons and their patrons, for bringing smiles to 
the faces of Saint Vincent’s Day Home children. 

Our Very Own Fenton’s 
Ice Cream Social!

Centennial
BrunCh

Sunday 
June 5,2011
Centennial
Gala

Saturday,
October 15
2011
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Save 

Dates:the

                              We hope 
you’ll join us for a scrumptious 
brunch & irresistible gin fizzes 
at our annual event of thanks.

                  The Day Home 
will be 100 years-old, and 
we’re planning a big party!

Scott Whidden, 
owner of Fentons 
Creamery and 
Restaurant

Matching Gifts Many employers 
offer matching gift programs that 
increase the value of your support 
of Saint Vincent’s Day Home. 

Please ask your employer about 
their matching gift program and 
if your gift to Saint Vincent’s Day 
Home will qualify. Another way to 
strengthen the impact of your gift 
is to ask your family and friends 
to match your generosity.

Tribute Gifts Gifts made in honor 
or in memory offer a thoughtful 
way to pay tribute to a family 
member, friend, colleague, or 
loved one, while at the same time 
ensuring that the children at the 
Day Home have the resources 
that they need. A card is sent to 
the honoree or their family to let 
them know of the gift made in 
their honor or memory. 

Gifts in Kind Donations of goods 
or services are a wonderful way 
to support the programs at Saint 
Vincent’s Day Home. We deeply 
appreciate new or gently used 
children’s clothing and toys, 
classroom equipment and books, 
supplies or technology.

Volunteer Your time and skills 
can make a profound and im-
mediate impact on the children 
and caregivers at the Day Home. 
We invite you to spend a part of 
your day with us, or to join one 
of our committees to lend your 
expertise to the Day Home.

Planned Giving Designating 
Saint Vincent’s Day Home as a 
beneficiary of your estate is both 
a meaningful and an excellent 
way to establish your legacy for 
the children at Saint Vincent’s 
Day Home. There can be many 
tax advantages to you and your 
loved ones too. 

Please visit www.svdh.org or contact us at 
forthechildren@svdh.org for opportunities 
to support our children and families.

Support from our friends allows us 
to provide an invaluable education-
al foundation for our children, which 
they carry with them for the rest of 
their lives. There are many ways in 
which you can impact their lives.

Financial Gifts Gifts may be 
made in the form of cash, check, 
credit card, or appreciated securi-
ties. Gifts can also be made 
online at www.svdh.org.  

1086 Eighth Street
Oakland, CA 94607-2616

t 510-832-8324 
f 510-832-5021


